Reading and Writing Placement Guide
Enrollment in any English course (ENG prefix)
and many general education courses, such as
psychology, history, sociology, etc., at Elgin
Community College (ECC) is based upon your
ability to demonstrate college-ready reading
and writing skills.
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ECC Placement
test criteria
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This guide will help you determine if you
need to take the reading and/or writing
placement test, show you what courses you
need to take based on your test scores, and
provide enrollment options for traditional
and accelerated course sequences.

Guide to ECC course
enrollment
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Enrollment options
Traditional or Accelerated

Be college-ready

in reading and writing.
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ECC Reading Placement

To demonstrate college-ready reading
skills, students must meet one of the
following criteria:
XX Score of 18 or higher on the ACT®
reading section, 450 or higher on the
SAT® reading section, or 4 or higher on
the PARCC exam.
XX Successful completion of Reading 091
Advanced Academic Reading & Inquiry
at ECC.
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If you scored lower than 18 on the ACT®
reading test, or 450 or lower on the SAT®
reading test and have not taken RDG 091
at ECC, you need to take ECC’s reading
placement test.
For information about the
reading placement test and how
to prepare, visit
elgin.edu/placementtests.

! See your academic advisor to discuss the best options for you.
Call the Student Success Center at 847-214-7390 to schedule an appointment with your academic advisor.

READING PLACEMENT TEST SCORE GUIDE
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If your READING placement
test score is:

30 or below

Developmental
courses required

Next Steps

Contact the associate dean of
student success at 847-214-7950
to schedule an appointment.

Enroll in:
SEQUENTIAL

READING PLACEMENT

XX Score 80 or higher on the ECC reading
placement test.

Who must take the placement test?

31 – 60

Developmental
courses required

61 –79

Developmental
courses required

80 –90

COLLEGE
READY*

91 –9 9

COLLEGE
READY*

RDG 090 Fundamentals of College

Reading Literacy or LTC 099 College Literacy
(see insert for more information).

Enroll in:

RDG 091 Advanced Academic Reading
& Inquiry or LTC 099 College Literacy
(see insert for more information).

Enroll in:

RDG 110

Learning Strategies for College Text

Enroll in college-ready courses.
No developmental course required.

*Ready to enroll in many college-level general education subjects. Consult with your academic advisor before registering.
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ECC Writing Placement
To demonstrate college-ready
composition skills, students must meet
one of the following criteria:
XX Score of 20 or higher on the ACT®
English section, 490 or higher on the
SAT® writing section, or 4 or higher on
the PARCC exam.
XX Successful completion of ENG 098
Developmental Composition at ECC.
XX Score 55 or higher on the ECC writing
placement test.

Who must take the placement test?
If you scored lower than 20 on the ACT®
English test, or 490 or lower on the SAT®
writing test and have not completed
ENG 098 with a grade of C or better
at ECC, you need to take ECC’s writing
placement test.
For information about the
writing placement test and how
to prepare, visit
elgin.edu/placementtests.

Call the Student Success Center at 847-214-7390 to schedule an appointment with your academic advisor.
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WRITING PLACEMENT TEST SCORE GUIDE
If your WRITING placement
test score is:

11

Developmental
courses required

Next Steps

Contact the associate dean of
student success at 847-214-7950
to schedule an appointment.

SEQUENTIAL

Enroll in:

22, 23, 33

Developmental
courses required

44

Developmental
courses required

WRITING PLACEMENT

! See your academic advisor to discuss the best options for you.

ENG 097 Communication Skills

or LTC 099 College Literacy (see insert for
more information).

Enroll in:

ENG 098 Developmental Composition

or ENG 098 + ENG 101 ALP (see insert for
more information).

Enroll in:

44

ENG 101

55, 56, 66

COLLEGE
READY*

3.0 GPA**

ENG 101 Once you successfully

complete ENG 101, you may register for
other college-level courses.

Enroll in college-ready courses.
No developmental course required.

*Ready to enroll in many college-level general education subjects. Consult with your academic advisor before registering.
**Unweighted, high school GPA or higher.
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Traditional & Accelerated Options

Once you’ve taken your placement tests and
reviewed your placement test scores via the
accessECC portal, you are ready to begin
registering for courses. Review this guide for an

explanation of how ECC’s reading and writing
course sequences work, as well as suggestions on
the best course options for you based on your
placement testing results.

DEVELOPMENTAL ENROLLMENT OPTIONS

Option A. Traditional Sequence for Developmental Courses
Developmental courses are:
• Any course numbered under 100.
• Sequential, meaning you must earn a grade of C or better in the lower
level class before advancing to the higher numbered course. Therefore, it
is important to enroll in your first developmental course during your first
semester at ECC.
If you place into one or both
of these, you must complete
and then take the next
developmental course.

If you place into one or
both of these, they must be
completed prior to taking any
college-level courses.

RDG 090 – 3 credit hours

RDG 091 – 3 credit hours

Developmental reading
and writing courses must be
completed with a grade of C or
better prior to enrolling in ENG 101,
or any other college-level course
course numbered 100 or above.

ENG 101
ENG 097 – 3 credit hours

ENG 098 – 3 credit hours

OR OTHER COLLEGE-LEVEL COURSES

Option B. Accelerated Options for Developmental Courses
College Literacy (LTC 099)
The College Literacy course allows you to take
one 5-credit-hour course rather than two to four
3-credit-hour courses. LTC 099 is ideal for students
placed into both developmental reading and
writing courses, and helps you achieve college
readiness in one semester.

LTC 099 satisfies RDG 090,
RDG 091, ENG 097, and ENG 098
developmental course requirements.

See insert for details and to find out if you qualify.

Accelerated Learning Program (ALP)
The Accelerated Learning Program (ALP) allows
students placed into developmental writing to
complete both ENG 098 and ENG 101 in the same
semester. Accelerate through your developmental
writing course while fulfilling your college-level

ENG 101 course requirement. You will receive
focused support from your instructor to help
you improve your writing abilities while working
with a group of students who will take the two

classes together.
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Call the Student Success Center at 847-214-7390 to schedule an appointment with your academic advisor.
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See insert for details and to find out if you qualify.

Accelerated Learning Program

Complete
both ENG 098
and ENG 101
in the same semester.

If you need developmental ENG 098 you may be
eligible to take college-ready English (ENG 101) at
the same time.

Many class times are
available to fit your
scheduling needs.

The Accelerated Learning Program (ALP) enables students to quickly complete
English composition requirements by enrolling in developmental ENG 098 AND college-level
ENG 101 in the same semester. ALP students get individual attention while taking both
English classes back-to-back with the same instructor.

How the Accelerated Learning Program works
ENG 098 will follow immediately after your ENG 101 class so you can get intensive,
individualized assistance with your assignments.
A variety of Monday/Wednesday
and Tuesday/Thursday sections
are available each semester.
Visit elgin.edu/credit
for ALP scheduling information.

!

See your academic advisor
to learn more.

Call the Student Success Center at
847-214-7390 to schedule an
appointment with your academic advisor.

NEW!
ALP + RDG 091 Accelerated option

Do you need ENG 098 and RDG 091? You can now enroll
in ALP and RDG 091 in the same semester!
Students with ENG 098 and RDG 091 placement
requirements are eligible to enroll in ALP. What
previously took two semesters to complete can
now be accomplished in just one semester!

1

ENG 098

ADD

2

ENG 101

3 RDG 091

Register for and complete ENG 098, ENG 101
(ALP), and RDG 091 in the same term. Accelerating
through these courses allows you to take collegelevel classes the next semester!

ALP

FALL OR SPRING
SEMESTERS

9
Credit
Hours
One
Semester

LTC 099

College Literacy (LTC 099)

can satisfy up to four
reading and writing
developmental course
requirements in just
one semester!

If your placement test results indicate you need to take multiple
developmental courses, you could save up to 12 credit hours by
enrolling in LTC 099.

If you were placed into lower-level developmental reading or writing courses, you may be able to
complete all your developmental requirements in one 5-credit-hour course with LTC 099 rather
than the two to four courses (6 to 12 credit hours) required through the traditional ENG and RDG developmental
course sequence.

How the LTC 099 accelerated learning course works
Traditional Developmental Sequence
READING

WRITING

RDG 090

ENG 097

Accelerated Option
LTC 099

OR
RDG 091

ENG 098

This 5-credit-hour course
satisfies requirements for
all four reading and writing
developmental courses.

ENG 101 OR OTHER COLLEGE-LEVEL COURSES

LTC 099 ELIGIBILITY CHART
See if you’re eligible for LTC 099 and save a semester!
If you were placed in
Reading

RDG 090
RDG 091
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√

LTC 099
RDG 091
LTC 099
ENG 098

–

√

ENG 098

–

RDG 090 and ENG 097
RDG 091 and ENG 097

√
√
√

RDG 091 and ENG 098

–

RDG 090 and ENG 098

See your academic advisor
to learn more about your
accelerated options.

!

Eligible to enroll in

ENG 097

Writing

Reading
&
Writing

LTC 099
Eligible

See reverse side to learn about ALP.

LTC 099
LTC 099
LTC 099
RDG 091 + ENG 098

See reverse side to learn about ALP.

Call the Student Success Center at
847-214-7390 to schedule an appointment with your academic advisor.

